
City of Excelsior
Hennepin County, Minnesota

Minutes
Planning Commission

Monday, October 12, 2015

1. CALL TO ORDER  
Acting Chair Duyvejonck called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  

2. ROLL CALL
Commissioners Present: DiLorenzo, Duyvejonck, Wallace, and Wilson

Commissioners Absent: Busch, Craig and Honzl

Also Present: City Planning Consultant Richards, City Planner Smith, City 
Attorney Staunton

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

a) Planning Commission Meeting of August 10, 2015

Commissioner Wallace moved, Commissioner DiLorenzo seconded, to approve the 
Planning Commission Minutes of August 10, 2015.  Motion carried 4/0.

4. PUBLIC HEARINGS

a) Historic Preservation Ordinance (PC No. 14-17/HPC No. 14-09)
City Planner Smith introduced the staff report.
Duyvejonck questioned if the five-year moratorium for demolition without 
approval is a penalty on the property owner or for the City if the land is vacant
for five years. Smith said the five year waiting period is a preventive measure 
if property owners know they will be without a return on investment for five 
years. Wallace asked if the 10 day period to submit a SAP for demolition by 
neglect is long enough for issues like damaged foundations. City Attorney 
Staunton suggested that staff would review every situation differently 
depending on the complexity of the issue. Duyvejonck suggested sending a 
letter to all the property owners in the historic district and individual buildings 
and give them an update on the process. Smith stated that staff will do this 
when the draft Design Manual is in a more finished form. 

Wilson motioned to continue the public hearing to the November 9th Planning 
Commission meeting. DiLorenzo seconded. Motion carried 4/0.

5. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

a) Parking Requirements for Restaurants
City Planning Consultant Richards introduced the staff report. 
Duyvejonck likes the idea of requiring parking based on occupancy levels. 
Richards will complete some additional research for parking based on 
occupancy levels. 
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6. NEW BUSINESS

a) Traffic for July 4th

Smith presented the staff report. WSB came up with a traffic plan that would 
reduce the amount of time for everyone to leave Excelsior after the Fourth of 
July fireworks. However, public safety reviewed the plan and is not sure all the
work that goes into implementing the plan is worth the small time savings. 
Public safety has patrols and emergency providers at The Commons now so 
the public safety is not at risk currently. 

The Commission suggested having some type of entertainment, - small band 
or cartoons to keep some people at The Commons a bit longer to ease the 
congestion. Duyvejonck suggested keeping the bus dropoff on the periphery, 
like the Kowalski’s parking lot, to keep busses out of town. Wilson asked about
the amount of time savings with the proposed traffic plan. DiLorenzo asked if 
we are trying to accommodate more people or if we have topped out. Possibly 
charging for parking in the West and East parking lots.

b) Review and Develop Green Technologies/Sustainable Development Standards
and Policies

Duyvejonck thought this was included in the staff report for the Council Work
Session by mistake. She believed that this goal was part of the Best 
Management Practices that was adopted a few years ago. State building code
does require a number of sustainable development standards. DiLorenzo 
asked about achieving LEED with the new City Hall. Wallace mentioned that 
the amount of paper work to get the LEED award is time consuming and 
expensive. The Commission thought we could include a paragraph or two on 
sustainable development standards in the Design Standards, and maybe 
promote the City being walkable.

7. COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS

a) Historic Ordinance Steering Committee

b) October 22nd Open House – Commons, Single Family Scale Standards, Parking

c) Next City Council meeting October 19, 2015

d) Next Planning Commission meeting November 9, 2015

8. MISCELLANEOUS

a) Staunton and Smith informed the Commission of recent City Council actions.
Council approved a new lease for Tommy’s Tonka Trolley. Applicant removed 
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the distillery requires from the Council agenda as the majority of the Council did not 
favor the distillery. Council approved the Outdoor Sidewalk Cafes with condition that 
new Sidewalks adjacent to single-family zones would need a CUP. Council reviewed 
the Brian Burdick request to reduce the amount of parking impact fees for a possible 
development at the corner of third St. and Water St. Council believed some flexibility
was warranted. The hotel developer is working on financing. Council was concerned 
with giving final plan approval without the developer having the financing in place. 
Council gave the developer until Dec 7 to finalized the financing. Council approved 
the final plan and final plat of the Villas at Excelsior Village. Council also agreed with 
the Planning Commission’s recommendation regarding the Oppidan sign request. 
Council appointed two new members to the HPC. Council discussed the Community 
for The Commons on a Master Plan for The Commons. Council also approved a 
reduction on the valet permit fee for Victors down to $500/valet space.

9. ADJOURNMENT

Commissioner Wilson moved, Commissioner Wallace seconded, to adjourn the 
meeting at 8:54 p.m.  Motion carried 4/0.

Respectfully submitted,

Patrick Smith
City Planner


