
City of Excelsior
Park and Recreation Commission

Minutes
February 9, 2010

1. CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL

Chair Wentz called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m.

Commissioners Present: Alderink, Lesinski, Wolfe, and Chair Wentz

Commissioners Absent: Rodgers and Watts

Also present: Public Works Superintendent Wisdorf

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

a. Park & Recreation Commission Meeting — January 12, 2010

Commissioner Wolfe moved, Commissioner Alderink seconded, to approve the
Minutes from the Park and Recreation Commission Meeting of January 12, 2010
as presented.   Motion carried 4/0.

3. CITIZEN REPORTS or COMMENTS

None

4. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

a. Park Scape — Trash Containers

If possible, the Commission would like all park scape furniture and trash
containers to tie to similar items on Water Street.  Wisdorf recommended the 32-
gallon size container be used for permanent trash containers with concrete pads
underneath.  The Commission concurred with the following details for the trash
containers:  

< no ash urn on the top

< uniform slats on the sides

< no side door

< black to match the park benches

< a rounded or bonnet top to help keep the rain out
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4. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

b. Master Park Plan — Excelsior Parkland Improvements

The Commission recommended the following improvements for Excelsior
Parkland:

< Excavating the existing entrance driveway and relocating the
entrance further east.

< Pave the entrance driveway and parking lot stalls if there are
sufficient funds, and only a partial portion of the parking lot if there
are not sufficient funds.

< Replace, expand, and widen the trail along Studer Pond.

< Expand community garden plots by 20 with the possibility of adding
an additional 20 in the future.

< No hockey rinks or soccer fields.

< A dog park.

< Installing a vapor barrier for a future picnic shelter (not for a
warming house).

5. NEW BUSINESS

a. Proposal to Add Service to Tommy’s Tonka Trolley — Tom Drummond

Tom Drummond and Adam Zerbe were present at the meeting to present this
item.  Mr. Drummond gave a short presentation on the proposal and answered
questions regarding revenue, safety, insurance, and storage. 

The Commission identified the following pros to adding kayak rentals at the Port
of Excelsior: exercise, recreation, revenue, increased users of park, this activity
is identified in the City’s Master Park Plan, and community education. 

The Commission identified the following obstacles that would need to be
addressed: establishing a launching area and requires a zoning ordinance
amendment to allow the dry stacking of kayaks.  

Commissioner Lesinski moved, Commissioner Wolfe seconded, to forward a
recommendation to the City Council that they approve the addition of kayak
rentals to Tommy’s Tonka Trolley agreement.  Motion carried 4/0.
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5. NEW BUSINESS

b. Vendor Sponsorships

Last year, the City received requests from several sponsors wanting to serve
food or provide services in conjunction with the Concerts in the Park.  The
Commission forwarded a recommendation to the City Council to allow vendor
sponsorships.  The City Council approved the recommendation at the May 18,
2009 Council meeting.  Commissioners discussed whether the sponsorship
program should be continued this season.  

Commissioner Alderink moved, Commissioner Lesinski seconded, to
recommend to the City Council that the Vendor Sponsorship Program be
continued in 2010 with the same criteria as 2009.  Motion carried 4/0.

c. Dock Regulations and Procedures

Commissioners reviewed the dock regulations and procedures for residential
docks, buoys, and slides.   The Commission raised questions with regard to
regulations #16, #17, and #21.  Many renters have expressed concern with the
amount of time it takes for the docks to be ready to use.  Commissioners asked if
this could be tied to the ice-out date.  Commissioner stated that there are keys
everywhere.  Commissioners questioned if it would be possible to limit the
number of keys by not allowing duplicate keys.  Commissioners also questioned
why there was a horsepower limit for the boats on the buoy/slide combos.  

Commissioners agreed with the recommendation from staff that when someone
leases a dock without a boat assigned they should pay the fee for a 24-foot boat. 

Commissioners continued the discussion on the dock regulations and
procedures with direction to staff to address the questions that were raised for
the March 9, 2010 meeting.  

6. MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORTS

a. Park and Recreation Accounts

Commissioner Alderlink moved, Commissioner Wolfe seconded, to accept the
financial reports as presented.  Motion carried 4/0.
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7. COMMUNICATIONS and REPORT

None.

8. MISCELLANEOUS / COMMISSIONER COMMENTS

a. Recent City Council Actions

Wisdorf updated Commissioners on recent City Council actions.

9. ADJOURNMENT

Commissioner Lesinski moved, Alderlink seconded, to adjourn the meeting at
9:15 p.m.  Motion carried 4/0.

Respectfully submitted,

Heather Alderink
Secretary
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