














Charter Commission’s Role 

Now that a Charter Amendment Petition Has Been Filed 

 

1. It was appropriate for the petitioner to file with the Charter Commission; the 

statute provides that, “All petition papers for a proposed amendment shall be 

assembled and filed with the Charter Commission as one instrument.”  Minn. 

Stat. § 410.12, subd. 3.   

 

2. Now that the petition has been filed with the Charter Commission, the statute 

requires the Charter Commission to propose the amendment included with 

the petition provided that the petition has been signed by “voters equal in 

number to five percent of the total votes cast at the last previous state 

general election in the city.”  Minn. Stat. § 410.12, subd. 1. 

 

3. Although the Charter Commission is certainly entitled to obtain information 

from the City Clerk to assist it in determining if there are a sufficient number 

of signatures, the City Clerk’s review of the petition is not initiated until the 

City Council receives the petition.  Minn. Stat. § 410.12, subd. 3. 

In the 2010 General Election, the total number of votes cast was 946.  Five 

percent of the votes is 47.30 or 48 signatures. 
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1 Appointed at June 1, 2011 Charter Commission Meeting 
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Task 

• Review Petition 

• Apply requirements of 

–MN Statute 410 

–City Attorney Staunton Memo of 

May 5, 2011 

–Commissioner Viesturs Memo of 

May 31, 2011  
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Main Points 

   

• Commission is required to transmit  

 the petition to the City Council 

• Processing of a petition changes  

  with tiniest change in scenario 

 

 



Charter Commission  

Duties 
 

Most widely discussed is 

• Charter Commission reviews 

petitions for: 

–  Uniform(ity) in Character 

– Form and Substance 
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Statute Statement 

All petitions circulated with respect to 

a charter amendment shall be uniform 

in character and shall have attached 

thereto the text of the proposed 

amendment in full; except…2 

2 MN 410.12        
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 Not Applicable 

UNIFORM IN CHARACTER 
 

Applies only when there are multiple 

copies of a petition circulated and 

(perhaps) by different people.   

Only one copy was circulated, and by one 

person.  

Evidence: Notarized statement of Mr. Mark 

Bowers.  
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Statute Statement 

 
The summary, together with a copy 

of the proposed amendment, shall 

first be submitted to the charter 

commission for its approval as to 

form and substance.2 

2 MN 410.12 



Excelsior Charter Commissionl; 

July 14, 2011 

9 

Not Applicable 

FORM AND SUBSTANCE 

Ref: Slide 4, “text in full; except…”  

• Amendment contains more than 
1,000 words 

–Then the petition shall contain a 
summary. 

• The Charter Commission must 
examine the summary 
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Not Applicable  

FORM AND SUBSTANCE 

This petition contains less than 300 
words. 

Evidence: Copied text into Microsoft 
Word which counted the words. 

No Summary, No Action. 

Evidence: Statute Language 
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•Commission must 

transmit this petition to 

the City Council  

• I so move 

 

CONCLUSION 


